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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FOR 1991 
(as of May 1, 1991) 

HONORARY 

Barbara H. Brown, Bethel; Maxine Brown, Oxford; Elizabeth 
M. Carter, West Bethel; Floribel B. Haines, Bethel; Florence 
Hastings, Bethel; E. Louise Lincoln, Bethel; Helen Morton, 
Bethel; Persis Post, Bethel; Marguerite Quinn, Norway; 
Ranald & Sarah Stevens, Bethel; Mildred Thomas, Bethel; 
Edmond J. & Sudie Vachon, Bethel; Edna B. York, Bethel 

INDIVIDUAL PREFERENCE 

Donald & Katherine Bennett, Bethel; Louise B. Clough, 
New London, NH; John R., Jr., & Eve Crumpton, Oxford; 
Elsie Davis, Bethel; Elizabeth Hall, Centerville, MA; William 
Grover, Auburn; John Quinn, Dunstable, MA; Alan C. Sr 
Martha P. Vautrinot, Plymouth, MA 

BENEFACTOR 

Keith Sr Suzanne S. Bartlett, Bethel; John, Jr., Sr Julia Fox, 
Andover; Dr. W. David Sr Tamara L. Smith, Bethel; Margaret 
Joy Tibbetts, Bethel 

JFE 

Laurel Atkinson, Norway; Charles M. Austin, Orlando, FL; 
John Ballentine, Somersworth, NH; Arthur E. Barker, 
Willington, CT; Jean Barker, Delray Beach, FL; Alvin L. 
Barth, Bethel; N. T. Bartholomaei, LaGrangeville, NY; Otis J. 
Bartlett, Berlin, NH; William P. Bartlett, Dover-Foxcroft; 
Kathleen S. Bean, Bryant Pond; Randall H. Bennett, Bethel; 
Maiy Lou Berry, Bethel; Tamara Mills Billings, Bryant Pond; 
Jeanne T. Bletzer, Woodstock, VT; Garrett D. Sr Melody D. 
Bonneman, Bethel; Florine E. Bowden, Esmond, Rl; Dorothy 
F. Brinck, South Paris; Carolyn Brooks, Bethel; Dale S. 
Brouse, Frazier Park, CA; Arnol K. Brown, Bethel; Donald Sr 
Arlene C. Brown, Bethel; Leland Sr Barbara D. Brown, Bethel; 
Norris Sr Barbara H. Brown, Bethel; Julia B. Brown, Bethel; 
Richard N. Bryant, Bethel; Ralph' Sr Beatrice Burris, Bethel; 
Richard D. Sr Catherine L. Bush, Belmont, MA; Donald W. Sr 
Mary S. Calderwood, Mesa, AZ; Ina Carey, Framingham, MA; 
Ann B. Carlson, Friendship; Lee F. Sr Judith A. Carroll, 
Gorham, NH; Kay Chadbourne, Bethel; Philip Sr Mary 
Chadbourne, Bethel; Theodore Sr Earlene Chadbourne, 
No. Saco; Maiy Champe, Rumford Center; Stephen C. Sr 
Lynda H. Chandler, Bethel; Amy E. Chapman, Locke Mills; 
Alonzo F. Chapman, San Antonio, FL; Daphne A. Chapman, 
Peabody, MA; Donald M. Sr Dorothy Christie, Gray; Ret Col. 
Norman G. Sr Sylvia Clanton, Bethel; Edith R. Clemens, 
Pahokee, FL; Fillmore Sr Shirley Clough, Bethel; Isabel T. 
Cobum, New Harbor; Howard Sr Virginia Cole, Bethel; 
Wilfred G. Sr Eleanor B. Conary, Bethel; Bruce Sr Gayle 
Connor, Chelmsford, MA; Rupert D. & Eva N. Conroy, 
Auburn; John W. 8r Inez C. Conzulman, Palm Springs, CA; 
William ST Margaret Cousins, Bethel; Cynthia A. Cox, Scot- 
land, U.K.; Robert A. Sr Suzanne P. Crane, Bethel; Wm. D. & 
Madeleine Hall Dampier; Amy Davis Bethel; Helene Decker, 

(continued on page 4) 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
PAST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 
Bethel Historical Society 
1966-1991 

1966 — Society founded at a meeting in the Bethel Library 
1969 — Society founder Eva Bean dies 

1971 — Society incorporated 

1972 — Dr. Moses Mason House placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places 

1972-73 — Dr. Moses Mason House restored by the 
William Bingham II Trust for Charity 

1974 — Dr. Moses Mason House given to the Society, 
dedicated, furnished and opened to the public 

Publication of booklet "Dr. Moses Mason and his House'' 
Special Edition of the Bethel Citizen published in honor 
of the dedication of the Dr. Moses Mason House and 
the bicentennial of the settlement of Bethel 

1975 — First annual Heritage Day held 

"Family Farm" exhibit and booklet published with the 
support of the National Endowment for the Humanities 
Microfilming of old newspapers project begun with the 
support of the Maine State Commission on the Arts 
and Humanities 

Eva Bean Research Room constructed with funds from 
the William Bingham II Trust for Charity 
Society awarded Certificate of Commendation by the 
American Association for State and Local History for 
"an effective program of preservation, publications, 
and education" 

1976 — Society sponsors "Old Fashioned Fourth" in 
honor of nation's bicentennial observance 

The Bethel Courier, Society quarterly founded 
Society hosts Maine League of Historical Societies and 
Museums annual meeting 

Eva Bean Research Room dedicated during tenth anniver- 
sary festivities 

Historic marker system initiated, first one placed at 
Bartlett Cemetery 

Annual professional audit system established 
"Made in Bethel" booklet published 

1977 — Society offers courses in history, genealogy and 
crafts for the first time 

Society hosts volunteer workshop sponsored by the 
American Association of Museums 

First Dr. Moses Mason Award given for best student 
historical essay 

Broad Street named to the National Register 
"Bethel's Broad Street" booklet published 

(continued on next page) 


SPRING 1991 





(Past Twenty Five Years continued from page 1) 

1978 — Constitution revised to add trustees and define 
other positions 

Broad Street Historic District dedicated by Senator Edmund 
S. Muskie 

Society receives news of endowment of $250,000 from 
William Bingham II Trust for Charity to be received over 
the next five years 

1979 — Society cookbook published 
Annual endowment campaign begun 

Historical Society calendar available for the first time 

1980 — Society sponsors Oxford County Historic Resource 
Survey with grant from the Maine Historic Preservation 
Commission 

First "Sudbury Canada Days" held 
A. D. Shattuck's "Sunset at Bethel" on exhibit, loaned by 
Vassar College 

Society Director attends Seminar for Historical Administra- 
tion at Colonial Williamsburg 
Society membership hits 400 level for first time 
Faye Taylor Memorial Art Show established 
Dr. Moses Mason Birthday party held for first time 
Summer house moved to the Society grounds 

1981 — First film series held with the support of the Maine 
Humanities Council 

Lapham's History of Bethel reprinted 
Indian Raid '81 bicentennial and Indian Raid special 
edition published 

Hew editions of "Molly Ockett" and "Dr. Moses Mason and 
his House" published 

Summer house stationery offered for the first time 

1982 — Gift ofTwitchell folk art portraits to the Society 
Adoption of personnel, accession and de-accession policies 
Museum Assessment Program grant 

Gift of R. P. Tolman's portrait of Dr. Moses Mason 

1983 — Society loans Dr. Mason portrait and other 
artifacts to the Maine at Statehood exhibit at Bowdoin 
College, Colby College and other locations throughout 
the State 

Society membership passes 500 level 

1984 — "Grass Roots" history course offered to Telstar 
High School students for first time 

1880 Atlas maps of Bethel reprinted 
"Adams Chronicles" film series 
Twitchell Portraits exhibit 
Martha Fifield Wilkins exhibit 

1985 — Publication of Thomas C. Hubka's BIG HOUSE, 
LITTLE HOUSE, BACK HOUSE, BARH: THE COHHECTED 
FARM BUILDIHGS OF HEW EHGLAHD which includes 
several Bethel Historical Society photographs 

Museum Assessment Grant II awarded 
Publication of Chester Harding catalog by the national 
Portrait Gallery containing photographs of the Mason 
portraits 

"Maine at Statehood" exhibit 

Conference on Rural Reform hosted by the Society 

”A Good Stand of Buildings" exhibit 

“Early Peoples of northern Maine" exhibit 

"William Rogers Chapman, 1855-1935" exhibit 

Society membership tops 600 

1986 Publication of a new and expanded edition of Eva 
Bean's EAST BETHEL ROAD 


Long-Range Planning Committee formed 
Hew railroad stationery offered for first time 
Hew Society brochure published 
Second imprint of Lapham's HISTORY OF BETHEL 
Eight Honorary members added to Society rolls 

1987 — Bequest received to establish Austin F. Twitchei. 
Fund to benefit collections 

Marjorie MacArthur Holl Volunteer Service Award esta- 
blished; Floribel Haines, first recipient 
Publication by the Society of OXFORD COUHTY, MAIHE: A 
GUIDETO ITS HISTORIC RESOURCES by Society curator 
Randall H. Bennett 

Society sponsors oral history workshop with Hortheast 
Folklore Archives of the University of Maine 
Society receives Harry W. Rowe Award from Maine League 
of Historical Societies and Museums for "an out- 
standing contribution to state and local history" 
Society receives a Preservation Award from the Maine 
Historic Preservation Commission 
Society membership tops 700 

1988 — Fiftyyears of the Horway ADVERTISER-DEMOCRAT 
added to Society collections 

Maine Old Cemetery Records added to Society collections 
Sudie Vachon receives Marjorie MacArthur Holl Volunteer 
Service Award 

Society membership tops 800 

1989 — Microfilm cabinet donated to the Society in honor 
of E. Louise Lincoln by her family 

Seven Honorary members added to Society rolls 
Society sponsors Horumbega project with the Bethel 
Library 

Barbara Herrick Brown receives Marjorie MacArthur Holl 
Volunteer Service Award 

Society publishes BETHEL, MAIHE CEMETERIES 

1990 — Persis Post receives Marjorie MacArthur Holl 
Volunteer Service Award 

Grant received from William Bingham II Trust for Charity 
and the Bingham Betterment Fund to prepare a pictorial 
history of Bethel as part of Maine Street '90 

1991 — Society membership tops 900 
Constitution and By-Laws Revised 

Second edition of Molly Ockett booklet published 

REFLECTIONS OF A HALF CENTURY 
(continued from the last issue) 
by Leslie E. Davis 

The winter of 1927-28 also made quite a change in our 
pattern of work at the garage. Having the highways cleared 
for regular automobile travel practically put an end to the 
"snowmobile" business except for an occasional trip to 
the camps or an emergency trip with one of the doctors 
into isolated farms where the roads were not cleared. 

We had repair work on regular automobiles in the 
winter, but not enough so fewer mechanics could take 
care of it. Partly for this reason, 1 started some outside 
work on which 1 could use the extra men from our repair 
crew. These men were cutting timber and during the winter 
of 1927-28 I had the first small long log sawmill built or 
the Russell farm where we lived. Clyde Brooks did most o 
the work setting up the mill and got it running in February 
1928. It was pretty small and rather crude, but it was a start 
in the sawmilling business. At that time there were no 
permanent sawmills in the Bethel area and it looked like a 
good business to get started. 



The power for this mil I was a Fordson tractor and during 
the spring I added a 20 h.p. electric motor. Together they 
made only about 40 h.p. or less and the sawmill averaged 
sawing about 4-5M board feet of lumber per day. We 
started sawing with a full crew about April 15th, and I hired 
lorman Sanborn to run the saw and look after the mill 
crew. 

I believe it was during 1928 that Clyde Brooks bought 
for $1800 the place joining ours on the east known as the 
John Abbott farm from Mrs. Swicker who lived there. Itwas 
a good trade for him. 

That first year at the sawmill we sawed about 125M 
board feet of lumber, most of it cut on the homestead 
farm. 

During the years 1922 to 1927 I had a great many 
different automobiles as I bought almost any car that 
looked like it was a good trade and the price was low 
enough, kept it for awhile, fixed it up a little and sold it 
whenever I could make a profit Sometimes the profit was 
not more than $10 or $15, but it was usually something. 

During those years a pretty good used Ford touring car 
could be bought for $25 to $75 cash and during one 
summer I owned 8 different Fords. I bought and sold the 
same Chevrolet roadster three different times. The first 
time I gave $137.50 for it, the next time I gave $75 and the 
last time I bought if for $35 and made some profit each 
time 1 sold it. I also owned the same motorcycle three 
different times. 

I remember having at various times during these years a 
Hupmobile 4 cylinder touring car, Hudson 6 cylinder four 
loor sedan, a Scripps Booth 4 cylinder 3 passenger 
oadster, a 4 cylinder Buick 3 passenger coupe, two 
Cadillac strip-down roadsters, all of them second hand 
and most of them needing some repair. 

The ^rst new automobile I ever owned was a 1926 Ford 
Model T 5 passenger touring car. I kept it about a month 
and sold it to Abner Kimball; as soon as the new 1927 
Fords came I bought a new Ford 4 door sedan and have 
had 4 door sedan models ever since that time. 

At the end of 1927, the Ford Motor Company dis- 
continued manufacture of its Model T; during the year 
1928, the company changed its whole plant over to 
manufacture the Model A, which had an entirely different 
motor and a sliding transmission. During that whole year, 
Ford dealers in small communities could get no Ford 
automobiles to sell at all. So early in that spring, Arthur 
Herrick and I, anticipating that such might be the case, 


EDITOR'S CORNER 

Several readers of the last Courier read the Presi- 
dent's Column and expressed concern that the 
Society's endowment appeared to be just over $50,000. 
This is the amount in what is known as the Regular 
Endowment, which has been raised over a number of 
years through annual campaigns. The other endow- 
ment fund is known as "Sidney's Fund" in honor of 
Sidney W. Davidson, who was so instrumental in the 
restoration of the Dr. Moses Mason House and its gift 
to the Society in 1974. This fund was given to the 
Society over several years by the William Bingham II 
Trust for Charity; its principal is now over $300,000. 

SRH 


PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

A quarter century of accomplishments — that's the 
story of the Bethel Historical Society. Membership 
has gone from eighteen charter members to over 
900. The Society owns the Dr. Moses Mason House, 
which contains a period house museum, office, 
research and meeting rooms and collection storage. 
Special events are held annually — Sudbury Canada 
Days, Faye Taylor Memorial Art Show, Heritage Day, 
Dr. Mason's Birthday Party, Homecoming Day, Christ- 
mas with the Masons, etc. Numerous publications, 
large and small have been produced: books, book- 
lets, calendars, a cook book. An illustrated Bethel 
history is scheduled for the fall. Microfilms of local 
and area newspapers have been acquired through 
various grants. The endowment and the collections 
continue to grow annually. A service award for volun- 
teers named after a devoted member has been 
established. The Dr. Moses Mason Award is given 
each year to the best essay in local history produced 
by a local high school student 

This list of accomplishments could go on; there 
are too many to enumerate here (see chronology 
beginning on page 1). All persons involved with the 
Society over the past twenty-five years can take great 
pride in its accomplishments. 1 wish to take this 
opportunity to thank them all. 

Jane W. Hosterman 


organized a separate company called Davis Chevrolet 
Company, with Earl as its nominal head and chief 
salesman and operated as a sub-agency selling new 
Chevrolets. This was quite a successful venture and we 
continued it into the year 1929 until the new Fords were 
available in quantities to supply the demand. 

(to be continued In the next Issue) 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

Lincoln B. and Suzanne Fiske, Bethel 

Charles S. Hazelton, Bangor 

Helen L. Kraul, Portland 

David A. and Grace S. McKivergan, Rumford 

Nicholas Noyes, Mechanic Falls 

BOOK NOTE 

THE RUMFORD FALLS & RAHQELEY LAKES RAILROAD. By 
Doug Hutchinson. (Dtxfleld, Maine: Partridge Lane Publica- 
tions, 1989.) Pp. 128. Paper. $20. 

Doug Hutchinson has provided us in this well-illustrated 
volume a historical insight into the history of a remarkable 
Maine rail line. Begun in the 1890s this line made it 
possible to travel from Rumford to the Rangeley Lakes. 
Hutchinson provides the reader with the text of newspaper 
articles and other secondary sources to accompany the 
wealth of detail. Readers interested in railroads, logging 
and the history of tourism will find this volume of interesL 

SRH 


IN MEMORIAM 

Died, January 17, 1991, Thelma Van Den Kerckhoven, 
Patron Member 

Died April 28, 1991, Harry E. Parsons, Life Member 
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Donald and Arlene Brown. Burt Brown Photo. 


MEMBER PROFILE 
Donald and Arlene Brown 

Two of the most active and enthusiastic workers for the 
Society are Donald and Arlene Brown, both of whom were 
born in Bethel. Don Brown was born in 1919, the son of 
Carl and Ruth Mason Brown. A graduate of Gould Academy 
in 1938, Don served 51 months in the U.S. Army infantry 
during World War II with over two years in the South Pacific 
theater. After his discharge, he attended the Mew York 
Institute of Photography. With his wife Arlene, whom he 
married in 1944, he established the Don Brown Studio on 
Main Street in 1946, where Arlene did oil coloring of 
photographs and operated a book shop. Don later joined 
the family business (Citizen Printers) as photo- 
grapher/printer from which he retired in 1984. He has 
continued to work in photography since his retirement 
Don's hobbies include woodworking. 

A trustee of the Bethel Library Association for many 
years, he is also a director of the Middle Intervale Meeting 
House Society, a member of the American Legion, and a 
representative of the Bethel Unit of the Salvation Army. He 
is also a life member of the Bethel Historical Society, 
where he has served as a trustee (1985-90), and been 
active on a number of fronts including providing photo- 
graphs for numerous issues of the COURIER. 

Arlene Qreenleaf Brown was born in 1921, the daughter 
of Sherman and Mabel Stevens Qreenleaf. She also gra- 
duated from Qould Academy (1939). Following Gould, she 
continued her education at the Hew England Conservatory 
of Music in Boston and subsequently taught piano in 
Bethel for over thirty five years. Also active in the Middle 
Intervale Meeting House Society, Arlene has been a 
dedicated Society member. She and Don researched the 
history of Chapman Street, presented their research at a 
Society meeting, and worked it through to publication in 
the COURIER (Fall, 1985). She also heads the Society's 
Music Committee, chaired the Parade Committee for the 
Indian Raid Bicentenary, and with her husband has been a 
generous contributor to the endowment 

Don and Arlene Brown are the parents of two children 
and grandparents of one grandchild, Kate. 

(1991 membership list continued from page 1) 

Oxford; Patricia C. Dooen, Bethel; Sharon Dooley, Con- 
cord, CA; Dana C., Jr., 8r Barbara Douglass, Bethel; Richard 
& Grace Douglass, Bethel; Frances L. Dunn, Horth Edge- 
comb; Aline Dupont, Locke Mills; Hugh S. fir Mariann M. 
Durgin, Horth Waterford; Florence S. Dyer, Milford, H.H.; 


Katheryn M. Eames, Cape Elizabeth; Donald Eddy, Haver- 
ford, PA- Sylvia Ellis, Andover; Lucretia B. Evans, Bronx, H.Y.; 
Lincoln, Sr. fir Suzanne Fiske, Bethel; Thomas J. fir Wendy 
T. Ford, Bethel; Alan Fraser, Bethel; Doris Fraser, Bethel; 
Barbara Freeman, Portland; Gordon M. 8r Maty Gillies, 
Bethel; Roland fir Philippa Glines, Bethel; Lillian H. Grant, 
Gorham; Robert L. Qreenleaf, H. Scituate, RI; Harry Earn- 
shaw Grover, Jr., Deerfield, IL; John T. Grover, Searsport; 
Rodney fir Anre Hackwell, Horth Easton, MA Agnes Haines, 
Bethel; Mary Lee Harris, Hew London, H.H.; Dr. John fir 
Cathy Hart, Bangor; Charles S. Haselton, Bangor; Annie 
Hastings, Bethel; Faye Hastings, West Paris; Robert D. fir 
Florence Hastings, Bethel; Walter fir Carolyn Hatch, Bethel; 
Bruce W. Hazelton, Cumberland Ctr.; John & Fumiko 
Head, Bethel; Olive Head, West Bethel; Charles Heino, Booth- 
bay; Reona Heino, Boothbay Harbor; Dorothea Hitzrot, 
Bethel; Ernest Holt, Bethel; Richard fir Jane Hosterman, 
West Bethel; Clarence fir Joan Howe, Bethel; John Gregory 
fir Sandra G. Howe, Severn, MD; John W. Howe, Vancouver, 
BC; Rodney 8r Geraldine Howe, Bethel; Stanley R. Howe, 
Bethel; Margaret H. Humphrey, Portland; Harlan J. fir 
Gertrude Hutchins, Bethel; James E. Hutchins, Bethel; 
Horma R. Jodrey, Bethel; Charlotte K. Johnson, Westford, 
MA Dorothy H. Jones, Portland; Abert E. Judkins, West 
Peru; Paul A. fir Helen V. Judkins, Dixfield; Ronald fir Eunice 
G. Keddy, Plainsville, MA Royden fir Aice Keddy, Gorham; 
Rebecca Kendall, Bethel; Robert fir Virginia Keniston, 
Bethel; Alden fir Mabel Kennett, Bethel; Edward A. Kennett, 
Bethel; Susan Kettinger, Salem, H.H.; Gordon Kimball, Sr., 
Gray; Dr. Lawrence D. Kimball, Jr., Hewburyport, MA John 
fir Margaret King, Lakeland, FL; Roberta Kirmse, Wallingford, 
CT; James D. Konkel, Portland; Helen Kraul, Portland; Harry 
fir Barbara L. Kusyk, Bethel; Daisy LeClair, Bethel E. Louise 
Lincoln, Bethel; Martha Long, Kingston, H.H.; Elizabeth 
Lord, Bethel; Arlene D. Lowell, Bethel; Hugh H. Lynch, 
Bethel; Dr. Rex T. fir Martha D. Martin, Harrison; Fr. Don L. 
McAllister, Horway; David A. fir Grace McKivergan, Bryant 
Pond; Frederick fir Mina McMillin, Bethel; Pearline McMillin, 
Bethel; Marguerite H. McHally, Hampden; E. Lee fir Mary A. 
Mills, Locke Mills; Eva Mills, Bryant Pond; Jeffery H. Mills, 
Rumford; Timothy Mills, South Paris; Marilyn H. Mollicone, 
Augusta; Hina R. Mollicone, Bethel; James L. fir Josephine 
G. Monahan, Bethel; Patricia Moon, Denver, CO; Marcia E. 
Moss, Concord, MA George H. Holl, Bethel; John fir Lucy 
Hordahl, Lexington, MA Leslie A. Hoyes, Bethel; Hicholas 
Hoyes, Mechanic Falls; Margaret H. Oakes, Augusta; Michael 
J. O'Donnell, Bethel; Elizabeth B. Overton, Brooklin; Alice 
L. Oyler, San Clemente, CA Louis fir Florice Paul, Bethel; Dr. 
John fir Jane C. Payne, Baltimore, MD; Roberta C. Pevear, 
Spring Hill, FL; Ernest H. fir Lillian E. Perkins, Bethel; 
Crawford F. fir Therese C. Perry, Bethel; Richard H. fir 
Jeanette D. Pingrey, Santa Rosa, CA Persis Post, Bethel; 
Jeanette S. Potsaid, Hanover, MA; Betty Prescott, Bangor; 
Anthony L. fir Eleanor L. Pugliese, Bethel; Sallie Pusey, 
Haymarket, VA C. Custer fir Wilma Hall Quimby, Raymond, 
HH; Marguerite Quinn, Horway; Kenneth H. fir Sarah B. 
Ramage, Bethel; Richard D. Rasor, Bethel; Elinor Ritchings, 
Petersberg, VA Phyllis Roberts, Hewcastle; Roger E. Robert- 
son, Horthridge, CA; Emily Saunders, West Paris; Margaret 
Sawyer, Waterford; Dorothy G. Schmidt, Augusta; Stephen 
T. Seames, Portland; Charles H. fir Edith W. Seashore, 
Bethel; Basil Sequin, Bryant Pond; Roy Silver, Bryant Pond; 
Roxanne T. Sly, Brooklin; Dorothy K. Small, Biddeford; 
Arthur E. fir Betty Ann Smith, Bethel; Charles fir Mary Anne 
Smith, Harrison; Helen Ross Staley, Pasadena, MD; Robert 
fir Elizabeth Stedman, Ottawa, Ont; Doris Stevens, Rex- 
ford, HY; Joanne P. Stewart, Kalamazoo, MI; Harriet S. 
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Stowell, West Bethel; Michael S. Stowell, Lovettsville, VA 
Amy P. Stroud, Victor, MT; Jane C. Sullivan, Portland; Q. 
Dewey fif Verna Thayer, Bethel; William M. Throop, Jr., New 
Canaan, CT; David P. fif Cheri F. Thurston, Bethel; Murray W. 
fif Constance P. Thurston, Bethel; Mope Tibbetts, Bethel; 
Edward J. fif Roberta M. Tremblay, Hendersonville, NC; Dr. 
John fif Margaret Q. Trinward, North Waterford; Myrtle P. 
Tucker, Dover, MA; Edmond J. fif Sudie Vachon, Bethel; 
Richard C. fif Doris Valentine, Bethel; Richard fif Ruth 
Verville, Westborough, MA; Frank fif Janet Vogt, Bethel; 
Martha Von Zintl, Bethel; Nancy C. Wells, Upper Montclair, 
NJ; Erland S. fif Margaret Wentzell, West Baldwin; Elizabeth 
Whiteman, Willow Grove, PA; Richard fif Ellen Whitney, 
Bethel; Walter fif Nancy Whittier, Falmouth; Daniel M. fif 
Rosalie Wight, Rumford; F. Owen fif Sue L. Wight, Newry; 
Ruth W. Wight, Bethel; Willard fif Sylvia Wight, Newry; 
Priscilla C. Wiley, Katonah, NY; Barbara Willey, Portsmouth, 
NH; Eleanor L. Wilson, Bryant Pond; James W. fif Joy H. 
Yarnell, Newry; John W. York, Lilburn, GA 

PATRON 

John fif Mary Beth Bayerlein, Bethel; Kenneth fif Gwyneth 
Bohr, Bethel; Guy fif Nancy Butler, Millinocket; Richard S. fif 
Cynthia Chandler, E. Falmouth; Martha F. Clark, Ports- 
mouth, NH; William P. Ill & Marta M. Clough, Bethel; Evelyn 
R. Collins, New Cumberland, PA - Joan Penley Detter, Santa 
Fe, NY; Richard 8f Carole Duplessis, Bethel; Robert W. 
Qoodwin, Norway; Pamela Heydon, Wilton, CT; Dale fif 
Barbara Lapham, Hanover; Rev. Clifford fif Elizabeth Laws, 
Kittery Point; Claire T. Loranz, Medway, MA John A. fif 
Merrilee McMillin, Augusta; Alice L. Mundt, Worcester, MA 
Martha M. Murphy, South Portland; Robert Olpp, Chatham, 
NJ; John K. Shorb, Bethel; Donald J. fif H. Constance 
Vautour, West Bethel; Anne M. Wight, Byfield, MA; Stephen 
W. fif Margaret K. Wight, Bethel 

CONTRIBUTING 

Peter fir Mary Jo Akerman, Dover, NH; Robert J. F. Albota, 
Ottawa, Ont.; Maynard fir Carolyn Austin, Bennington, VT; 
Bradley R. fir Judith Barker, Bethel; Albert B. fir Elizabeth 
Bartlett, Fresno, CA Lewis fir Priscilla Bissell, Jackson, NH; 
Charles fir Patricia Blake, Bethel; Lillian K. Bomhoff, 
Bangor, PA Karen Brown-Mohr, Portland; Sarosa M. Brown, 
N. Waterford; Russell L. fir Elsie C. Carpenter, Winchester, 
MA Albert S. Chapman, Harbert, MI; Geraldine C. Clark, 
Hiram; Carolyn Colby, Bethel; Roland fir Barbara Crocker, 
Riverside, RI; Stuart Crocker, Bethel; Joanne Crounse, 
Danvers, MA John H. fir E. Marie Dudley, Alexander; William 
L. Dyer, Milford, NH; Margaret E. Farnum, Gorham; Sue 
Farrar, Bethel; Jayne Fife, Tucson, AZ; Gordon Fish, SL 
Johnsbury, VT; Marion Penley Gates, Ann Arbor, MI; Donald 
R. Qoodenough, Trenton, NJ; William L. fir Marguerite B. 
Graham, Bethel; Paul C. Gray, South Windsor, CT; Steven fir 
Elizabeth Gray, Ithaca, NY; Lee V. Hammer, Philadelphia, 
PA Gerald fir Linda Harrington, Bethel; Clayton E„ Jr. fir 
Helen Heath, Norway; Richard E. Holland, York; Kerry M. 
Hood, Seekonk, MA Jeffrey G. Howe, Boise, ID; William H. fir 
Joan Howe, Ashton, Ont; Dr. James T. fir Patricia Hudson, 
Bethel; Barbara Jackson, N. Easton, MA Arlan R. fir Eleanor 
L. Jodrey, Bethel; Dr. Harold S. Jones, Raymond; Robert fir 
Helen Jones, Sabattus; Capt. William fir Dorothy Kilbe, 
Bethel; Mary T. Kushner, West Orange, NJ; Andrew L. 
Labreque, Alcove, PQ; Scott E. fir Vena Q. Lary, Bangor; 
Harold M. fir Edith M. Lawrence, Portland; Dr. Homer E. fir 
Barbara Lawrence, Concord, NH; Barbara Lucas, Bethel; 
John fir Sandra Mahon, Bethel; Paul McGuire fir Robin Lee, 
Bethel; Joann C. Mooney, Ottawa, Ont; David W. fir Nancy B. 
Murphy. Bethel; Cathy Newell, Bethel; Carolyn J. Nygren, 


Medford, MA; Robert fir Carolyn O'Brien, Bethel; Jean 
Owen, Bethel; Marilyn Parker, Milford, NH; Frances W. 
Peabody, Portland; Richard fir Wendy Penley, Bethel; Helen 
C. Philbrook, Augusta; Charles F. fir Betsey C. Raymond, 
Bethel; Vance fir Janet A. Richardson, Portland; John Alley 
Robbins, Jr., Richmond; David H. fir Adelaide Robinson, 
Yarmouthport, MA Sally T. Rollinson, Bethel; Sylvia S. 
Sebelist, Waterford; Dorothy Shirley, Bethel; Dexter fif 
Janet Stowell, Bethel; Robert T. Tewksbury, Cibolo, TX; 
Don F. fir Peggy Tobin, Bandera, TX; John fir Janet Todd, 
Bethel; Myrtle P. Tucker, Dover, MA; James A. Walker, 
Crestview, FL; Dr. William H. fif Joyce Wanger, Rumford; 
Ruth Watson, East Sullivan; James K. fir Nanda F. Weeks, 
Syracuse, NY; Les Whall, Salt Lake City, Utah; Rev. Elwin Sr 
Dorothy C. Wilson, Orono; Gloria J. Wilson, Bethel; Robert 
O. fir Lucia V. Wilson, Gorham, NH 


SUSTAINING 

Albert Abbott, Bethel; Barbara Rich Adams, Lancaster, NH; 
Herbert Adams, Portland; Roger Adams, W. Simsbury, CT; 
Brenda Y. Allen, Weston, MA James Anderson, Newry; 
Marjorie Anderson, Owls Head; Peter G. Anderson, Bethel; 
Monique Aniel, Rumford; Kathy Bailey, N. Highlands, CA 
Mary Bakeman, Roseville, MN; Danny H. Barker, E. Stone- 
ham; Dorothy Bartlett, Bethel; Francine Lake Bergman, 
Key Colony Beach, FL; Eleanor V. Bestick, Braintree, MA 
Reba H. Bloom, Clinton, NJ; Lynn M. Boschetti, Bethel; Rev. 
Raymond fif Sally Bradley, Riverside, RI; Larry fit Mary Brent, 
Springfield, MO; Carl R. Brooks, West Paris; Donald E. fir 
Eleanor Brooks, Bethel; Bernice E. Brown, Rumford Center; 
Geneva H. Brown, Norway; Merton, Jr. fir Martha Brown, 
Bethel; Ida C. Bryant, Bangor; Sumner fir Lois Burgess, 
Bethel; Arthur L. Burt, Rockville, MD; Norm Buttrick, Free- 
port - Stewart Byron, Madison, CT; Carolyn Campbell, 
Bethel; Thomas Carter, Bethel; Franklin S. fir Rosalind R. 
Chapman, Bethel; Deborah H. Christianson, Richmond, 
BC; Greta Q. Clifford, Cape Elizabeth; Ruth M. Close, Mercer 
Island, WA Mary Clyne (Reinhardt), Mohawk, NY; Ellen Coffin, 
Norway; Liz Como, Bethel; Ben Conant, South Paris; Roger 
Conant, Bethel; Helen Connolly, Port Ludlow, WA Victor fir 
Judith A. Coolidge, Bethel; Richard fir Carole Crandall, 
Bethel; Jeff Crandall, Charlottesville, VA Kurt Crandall, 
Lexington, VA Brian fir Rhonda Dalton, N. Dighton, MA 
Freda Davis, Bethel; John Davis, South Paris; Theodore R., 
Jr. fir Linda H. Davis, Bethel; Gretchen Dock, Newton, MA 
James Dock, Foster City, CA Nancy Dock, El Cajon, CA 
Roger L. Dock, Glastonbury, CT; Dr. Stephen Dock, Green- 
ville, NC; Regina E. Dombkowski, Arlington, MA Gayland fir 
Mary Dooen, Bethel; Dr. Horton W. Emerson, Jr., Gorham, 
ME; Richard A. fir Natalie C. Fain, Bethel; Edna Fallon, 
Bethel; Martha M. Farrington, Bryant Pond; Charlotte 
Flower/Shinn, Hopkins, MN; Charles B. Fobes, Portland; 
Dorothy H. Fortier, Falmouth; Marion M. Foskett, St 
Petersburg, FL; Betsey S. Foster, Portland; Jeffrey J. Fron- 
kel, Hanover; Orlando Fraser, Vidalia, GA; Richard Fraser, 
East Poland; John Gagnon, Elliot; Paul R. Given, New 
Gloucester; Jonathan Goldberg, Bethel; Jeri Greenwell, 
Bethel; Marjorie Greer, Yreka, CA Charles fif Mary Lee 
Haines, Bethel; Fred Haines, Jr., Bethel; George fif Char- 
lene Haines, Bethel; John fif Nancy Haines, Bryant Pond; 
Peter T. Haines, Bethel; Christine Hapgood, Uncasville, CT; 
Richard, Sr. fif Frances Harding, Bryant Pond; Judith 
Haskell, Bethel; Florence B. Hathaway, Needham, MA Fred 
Hayden, Mexico; Lyman fif Lucille Holmam, Dixfield; Rudolf 
8f Barbara Honkala, Bethel; Virginia Hood, Largo, FL; 

(continued on next page) 
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SOCIETY SALES DEPARTMENT 

The Society maintains a selection of modestly priced gifts and 
historical publications. These may be ordered at the prices listed 
below. Maine residents should include 6% sales tax. Orders 
under $10 should include $1 for postage and handling; those 
over $10 but under $20 should include $2 and all those over $20 


should include $3 for postage and handling. 

Moses Mason House Tile $3.50 

Stationery(pacKage of ten sheets and ten envelopes) $2 ea. 

Moses Mason House Bethel Railroad Station 

Summer House Bethel Covered Bridge 

Booklets 

"Bethel's Broad Street" 75tf 

“The Family Farm" 75< 

“Made in Bethel" 75<t 

"Dr. Moses Mason and His House" $1 

"Molly Ockett" $2 

Maps and Atlases 

1880 Map of Bethel Hill $2 

1880 Map of Entire Town (Bethel) $2 

1878 Bird's Eye View of Bethel Hill $1 

1858 Atlas of Oxford County $6.50 

Tote Bag (Moses Mason Museum logo) sm. $7.50 Ig. $11.50 
Placemats, 4 Season (set of four) $7.50 

Books 

Carrie Wight, A HISTORY OF HE WRY $5 

Heywood, HISTORY OF UPTON, MAINE $10 

Hutchinson, THE RUMFORD FALLS & RANGELEY 

LAKES RAILROAD $20 

BETHEL, MAINE CEMETERIES $9.50 

Russell, INDIAN NEW ENGLAND BEFORE THE MAYFLOWER 

$11.95 

R. Crosby, FROM AN OLD LEATHER TRUNK $5 

W. B. Lapham. HISTORY OF WOODSTOCK, MAINE $19.95 
M. Dibner, PORTRAIT OF PARIS HILL $29.50 

King. THE WHITE HILLS $18 

Maxim fir Lapham, HISTORY OF PARIS $55 

Holt, GRAND TRUNK LINES OF NEW ENGLAND $24.95 

D.B. Wight, WILD RIVER WILDERNESS $4 

Francis Parkman, THE GOULD ACADEMY STORY $7.50 

MAINE IN THE EARLY REPUBLIC $29.95 

BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY COOKBOOK $5 

Thomas Hubka, BIG HOUSE, LITTLE HOUSE, BACK HOUSE 
BARN: THE CONNECTED FARM BUILDINGS OF NEW 
ENGLAND Paper $19.95. Cloth $35 
William B. Lapham, HISTORY OF NORWAY, MAINE $55 

M.F. King, ANNALS OF OXFORD $48 

R. Crosby, I WAS A SUMMER BOARDER $5 

A TRUTHFUL LIKENESS: CHESTER HARDING AND HIS 

PORTRAITS $25 

Paula Wight, NEWRY PROFILES $5 

Eva Bean, EAST BETHEL ROAD $50 

R.H. Bennett, OXFORD COUNTY, MAINE $18 

William B. Lapham, HISTORY OF BETHEL, 1768-1890 $45 

F.W. Kilbourne, CHRONICLES OF THE WHITE MOUNTAINS$20 
T-Shirts 

Moses Mason Museum (Adult) (S,M,L,XL) $7 

Moses Mason Museum (Child's) (4-6-8-10-12-14) $6 

Sudbury Canada 1768-1796 (Adult) (S.M.L.XL) $7 

Sudbury Canada 1768-1796 (Child's) (4-6-8-10-12-14) $6 

Post Cards: Dr. Mason, Agnes Mason, 

Moses Mason House lOtf ea. 

Bethel Historical Society Calendar, 1991 $7 


Members of the Bethel Historical Society are entitled to a 10% 
discount for purchases totaling $10 or more. Please send orders 
to the Society at P.O. Box 12, Bethel, Maine 04217. They will be 
sent by return mail. 


(1991 membership list continued from page 5) 

Christopher J. Hovey, Farmingdale; Alfred F. Howard, 
Manchester; Allan R. fir Diane S. Howe, Bethel; Andrea 
Howe, Bethel; John P. Howe, Westboro, MA; Sue Howe. 
Bethel; Tanya Howe, Severn, MD; Marita Hunton, Norwr 
Lee St Virginia Hutchins, Bethel; Betty Jackson, Chapel H 
NC; Diane Jones, Fryeburg; Frances Jordan, Poland; Paul c 
Jean Kailey, Amelia Island, FL; Dene Kaufner, Redding, CA; 
Eugene L., Jr. fit Virginia M. Kelly, Bethel; Earlon fir Mary 
Keniston, Bethel; Mary Jane Kennedy, Orlando, FL; Carroll 
Kimball, Fredericton, NB; Evaline Kimball, Bethel; Gerald 
M. Kimball, Gray; Earl Lamoreau, Jr., Bethel; Jean P. 
Lampher, Riverwoods, IL; Douglas fir Claire Lary, Willi- 
mantic, CT; Reuell fir Lois Leavitt, Gorham, NH; Linda 
Lehans, Holden, MA; Mary M. Little, Presque Isle; James H. 
Locke, Topeka, KS; Roy Lord, Augusta; James R. Lowe, 
Bethel; Rodney C. Lynch, Bethel; Carolyn MacDormand, 
North Hampton, NH; Donald Marrer, Penfield, NY; Marlene 
Marshall, Bethel; Stuart F. Martin, Rumford Point; Alfaretta 
M. Mason, Pittsburg, PA; Wilho A. fir Shirley M. Matero, South 
Paris; Mary Jane E. McArthur, Cobassett, MA; Mildred 
McLain, Bethel; Nancy Mercer, Bethel; Caroline O. Merrill, 
Bethel; Bernard J. Mohr, Portland; John Moody, Sharon, VT; 
Herbert Morton III, Andover, MA; Ernest Mundt, Bethel; Dan 
Myers, Bethel; Wilbur fir Vicky Myers, Bethel; Norman R., Jr. 
fir Jean Ness, Orono; Gerald S. Nessman, Wien, Austria; 
Alec Newell, Bethel; Charles Newell, Bethel; Andrea Bear 
Nicholas, Perth Andover, NB; George A. fir Danna B. 
Nickerson, Bethel; Florence Northway, Lakewood, CO; 
Marvin fir Tineke Ouwinga, Bethel; Mary H. Parsons, Ann 
Arbor, MI; Nancy Pike, Union; Alice Pollard, Gilbertsville, 
MA; Read H. Putnam, Evanston, WY; Judith L. Ray, Austin, 
TX; William T. fir Louise Rice, Bethel; Philip W. Richards 
Sweden; John V. Richardson, Jr., Athol, MA; Ned Robertso 
DDS, Cleveland Heights, OH; William J. fir Louretta 1 
Russell, Goffstown, NH; Eric fir Lucia Schwarz, Bethel; Ruth 
Scribner, Buckfield; Irene Mae Sessions, West Bethel; 
Stephen L. Sessions, Norway; Charles J. Sherman, Porter- 
ville, CA; Ruth Silver, Bethel; Herbert P. Shirrefs, Spruce 
Head; Helen A. Smith, Cedar Falls, Iowa; Dennis E. Smith, 
Bethel; James fir Evelyn Smith, South Paris; Leslie H. fir 
Elizabeth Smith, Bethel; Ronald E. fir Gloria Snyder, West 
Bethel; Jonathan H. 8r Rowena Stowell, Shirley, MA; Susan 
B. Strange, Potomac, MD; Joan C. Swallow, SL Johnsbury, 
VT; Marion Swan, Mexico; Albert H. Taylor, Cumberland 
Center; Arthur R. Taylor, Bethel; Charles I. fir Dixie Lea 
Thayer, Bangor; Richard fir Regina Thek, Seaford, DE; 
Susan M. Thompson, Don Mills, Ont, Clara H. Thurston, 
North Fryeburg; Warren Tibbetts, Bethel; Jane M. Tipton, 
Canton, OH; Peter J. Tommila, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA; 
Barry E. Tracy, Richmond; Steven Trip, Eliot; Mary Tyler, 
Tilton, NH; Donald B. Wales, Salem, OR; Mr. fir Mrs. Thomas 
P. Wall, Nashville, TN; Alice Beatty Weagle, Shrewsbury, MA; 
Kay B. Webber, Sedona, AZ; Muriel Whitney, Auburn; 
Gretchen Wight, North Waterford; Paula M. Wight, Cumber- 
land; Walter W. Wright, Brunswick 

SENIOR 

Olive Anderson, Newry; Ernest fir Alberta Angevine, Bethel; 
Carroll P. fir Kathryn Bailey, Lewiston; Elizabeth M. Bailey, 
Bethel; Dorothy West Bargar, Uhrichsville, OH; Helen 
Bartlett, Bethel; Lillian C. Bartlett, Bethel; Lois Beaudoi 
Berlin, NH; Bessie Bennett, West Peru; Mary Billings, Bryan>. 
Pond; Elizabeth F. Blake, Bethel; Caroline M. Brown, 
Colorado Springs, CO; Doris Brown, Bethel; James fir 
Beatrice Brown, Bethel; Marie C. Brown, Bethel; Robert A. 
Brown, Hanover; Ethel Burns, Brattleboro, VT; Ethel B. 
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Carpenter, West Lebanon, NH; Richard & Lyndell Carter, 
Bethel; Ernest fir Beverly Cassara, Fairfax, VA; Jeanette 
Clifford, South Paris; Adaline S. Clough, Bethel; Irene M. 
Cole, Waltham, MA; Mary Cole, Bethel; Edith Coolidge, 
Bethel; Joan Coolidge, Oxford; Wilfred Coolidge, Bethel; 
Justine A. Cooper, Longwood, FL; Albert Cotton, Bethel; 
Ruth Cox, Bryant Pond; Arthur J. fir Ruth H. Cummings, 
Bethel; Vivian Daicy, Portland; Jerrold fir Alice Davis, 
Cheshire, MA; Mildred Dickson, Dixfield; Ruth E. Dobson, 
Hopkinton, PiH; Phyllis Dock, Bethel; Dorothy D. Dorr, 
Needham, MA; Elizabeth D. Duplisea, Gray; Jean Eisenga, 
Ripon, CA; Qeorge H. Ellis, Andover; Burton A. Emerson, 
Falls Church, VA; Ruby Emery, Bryant Pond; Mervin fir 
Jessie Fairbanks, Leesburg, FL; Olive Grover Ferguson, 
Exeter, MH; Wendell fir Louise Frankiyn, Bethel; Clarice 
Gibson, Bethel; William H. fir Jane Gibson, West Paris; 
Arthur fir Ruth Gilbert, West Bethel; Celia Gorman, Bethel; 
Alice T. Gray, Portland; Beatrice Grover, Bethel; Jean 
Grover, Locke Mills; Beverly Haines, Bethel; Charles Q. 8r 
Kathryn D. Hamlin, Longmeadow, MA; Emeline Heath, 
Norway; Dr. Charles W. fir Jean Hersey, Rumford Center; 
Shirley Hodsdon, West Bethel; Richard C. fir Lorrie Hoeh, 
Bethel; Kathleen Holden, West Paris, Douglas fir Irene 
Hutchinson, Dixfield; Vernon L. Ingraham, Newark, DE; 
Mildred Jackson, Bethel; Susan A. Jackson, Dover, MA; 
Alice Kimball, Bethel; Herbert fir Ruth Kittredge, Bethel; 
Thelma B. Knight, Montpelier, VT; Roland fir Elizabeth 
Lord, Bryant Pond; Ruth Lord, Bethel; Stanley Lord, Bethel; 
Alfred Lovejoy, Traverse City, Ml; Mary Lovejoy, West Paris; 
Emeline Lufkin, Canaan, NH; H. Merrill fir Jane Luthe, 
Portland; Mama McGinnis, Bethel; Ruth C. McQuyre, Witch- 
ita, KA; Paul fir W. Patricia McMahon, Middletown, RI; G. 
Berry McMennamin, New Canaan, CT; Esther P. Mitchell, 
Boothbay; Patricia P. Moore, Fresno, CA; Colista Morgan, 
West Paris; Ruby Mott, Meriden, CT; Dorothy Mulroy, Welles- 
ley, MA; Hazel H. Newell, Locke Mills; Evelyn Nickerson, 
Bethel; Dorothea P. Nielsen, Manchester, CT; John fir 
Yvonne Nowlin, Bethel; William P. fir Florence E. O'Connor, 
West Paris; Mansfield Packard, Locke Mills; Oilman fir 
Winifred Page, Frenchville; Earlon fir Mary Paine, Bethel; 
Herbert Pollard, Gilbertsville, MA; Archibald Post, Bethel; 
Harold fir Eunice Q. Powell, Hanover; Avis M. Rand, Bridg- 
ton; Marion Rich, Roanoke, VA; Beatrice Ritter, Torrington, 
CT; Lillian A. Rose, Portsmouth, NH; Evelyn F. Row, Aldan, 
PA; Edith D. Russell, Brownfield; Ruth B. Salo, West Paris; 
Raymond 8 r Louise Seames, Locke Mills; Olga Seiden- 
sticker. Oak Creek, Wl; Margaret L. Sibert, Vineyard Haven, 
MA; Charles fir Pauline Smith, Bethel; Marion E. Smith, 
South Paris; Warren Steams, Hanover; E. Alta Sturgis, 
South Portland; Glen E. Swan, Mexico; Martha E. Sweatt, 
Bethel; Sigmund J. fir Eunice A. Sysco, Bethel; Myra Cole 
Taranto, Waltham, MA; Paul W. Taylor, Nashua, NH; Dr. Mary 
A. Telfer, Media, PA; Clara H. Thurston, North Fryeburg; 
Althea Tucker, Rumford Point; Clyde C. Twitchell, Sr., 
Whitingham, VT; Frances Usenik, Bryant Pond; Mary Valen- 
tine, Bethel; Virginia A. Walker, Bethel; Thomas Wheeler, 
Bethel; William N. fir Virginia Weston, Rumford Center; 
Barbara L. Wheeler, Bethel; Maty Wheeler, Bethel; Thomas 
Wheeler, Bethel; Doris F. Wilkins, Clearwater, FL; Robert M. 
Young, Essex, MA. 

STUDENT 

Debby Barker, Bethel; Jedd Brown, Bethel; Paige Brown, 
Bethel; Phoebe Brown, Bethel; Adam Chamberlin, Bethel; 
Joshua Chamberlin, Bethel; Zachary Chamberlin, Bethel; 
Jessica Coolidge, Bethel; Sara Coolidge, Bethel; Victoria 
Coolidge, Bethel; Susan Crandall, Bethel; Bonnie Crocker, 
Bethel; Sarah Crocker, Bethel; Jarrod Crockett, Bethel; 


Christopher Hart, Bangor; Eiranne Hart, Bangor; Alyssa 
Howe, Bethel; Dustin Howe, Bethel; Jennifer Howe, Severn, 
MD; Rebekah Howe, Bethel; Cherilyn Myers, Bethel; Clint 
Myers, Bethel; Martha Newell, Bethel; Kate Nickerson, 
Bethel; Sarah Vedella, Bethel 



A February 12, 1991 fire destroyed the former Bragdon 
apartment building behind the Clull War soldier's monu- 
ment, a Bethel landmark since the middle of the 19th 
century. It wzis built prior to 1858 by Joseph Twitchell 
(1782-1871), who was the first white child born In what Is 
today Bethel. Clark S. Edwards once operated a store 
here prior to his distinguished service In the Civil War. The 
property was later sold to Rev. Benjamin Foster of 
newport. After Foster, Ell Stearns, who had a slaughter 
house near Alder River bridge, lived here and operated a 
boarding house, tie was followed by Harvey Bragdon, 
who enlarged the property and created the apartments. 
After his death, the property was sold to Butler Dunn, 
whose heirs own the premises today. The original barn 
burned and the present one was built about 1908. In the 
photo below taken early In the century (after the 
construction of the new bam) a group of men pause for 
the photographer. In the background and foreground are 
plies of firewood, probably during Ell Stearns's period of 
ownership. Top photo courtesy of Donald S. Brown. 
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1991 "So You Think You Know Bethel" 

The long victorious team of Merton Brown and Cathy 
Newell was overwhelmed by challengers John Brown 
and Jane Hosterman (L-R). In the background center Is 
Society Director Stanley R. Howe, who has served as 
Master of Ceremonies since the popular annual Bethel 
trivia contest was begun In 1981. 

19TH CENTURY MEDICINE IN BETHEL, MAINE 
by Joyce Wanger 
Part HI 

The Thomasonians appealed to the spirit embodied in 
the Jacksonian movement of the 1830s and 1840s by 
declaring, "Every man his own physician." This attempt to 
seize medicine from the hands of professionals and give it 
to the common man was the essence of the Tho- 
masonians practice of use of herbs and roots in a regimen 
that was patented and marketed quite successfully by the 
movement's founder, Samuel Thomson of New Hamp- 
shire. This movement was generally replaced by Homeo- 
pathy, but not before it was influential in gaining the repeal 
of medical licensure laws in many states. 

Homeopathy originated in Germany with Hahnemann 
and was brought to the U.S. around 1825. Its appeal was 
based in faith for the healing powers of nature and the 
relative harmlessness of its use of infinitesimal doses of 
drugs. Instead of harsh heroic measures, patients were 
treated with pleasant tasting pills with no discomforting 
side effects. Although homeopathy was based in an 
erroneous belief that “like cure like", the treatment 
doses used were so small that even if a patient took the 
wrong medication, no harm was done. Obviously, the 
reverse could be said that even if the right medication was 
taken, no good would likely be produced either. 

Hydropaths took Homeopathy a step farther and rejected 
drugs of every variety, both botanic and mineral. Instead, 
they placed their trust in natural cures such as fresh air, 
sunshine, exercise, proper diet, and above all else, water! 
They advocated baths, packs, and wet bandages for any 
and ail complaints. The Oxford Democrat as late as 1876 
was publishing advertisements for the Maine Water Cure at 
Waterford, Maine and L. B. Chapman, in his local history, 
refers to the Waterford Hygienic Institute opened by Dr. 
Calvin Farrar in 1847. The author included his observation 
that, “. . . many of those in regular practice exhibit signs of 
hydrophobia at the bare mention of it" The Bethel Courier 


on several occasions referred to the medicinal value of 
Bethel's own mineral springs with a Dr. Fanning espousing 
its value in numerous diseases on the occasion of the 
springs dedication in 1859. Water treatments and baths to 
the modern reader seem to be a rather unremarkable 
therapy. But in the early nineteenth century it was still 
common to think of getting the body wet all over as a 
dangerous thing. The history behind this thought is quite 
interesting and represents one of those instances where 
erroneous connections between cause and effect due to 
lack of knowledge produced an extreme reaction and one 
that had lasting impact for centuries. 

Bathing was highly advocated by both ancient Egyptians 
and Greeks. It was carried to its ultimate practice by the 
Romans. Its revival in the Renaissance of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries, however, coincided with a wave of 
syphilis. Indoor baths were connected with a considerable 
degree of licentiousness and became suspect as the 
culprits in the spread of the virulent disease. The public, 
however, equated bathing itself with the disease giving it 
an almost taboo status that stuck well into the nineteenth 
century. Although it was no longer thought that syphilis 
was caused by bathing, baths retained an undefined bad 
reputation. By 1840, water cure or hydropathy had reached 
American society and was perceived as a welcome contrast 
to harsh dosings, bleedings, and purgings of the regular 
medical profession, especially for "delicate females" of 
upper class origins. 

Sectarian medicine comprised nearly 10% of the total 
number of physicians by mid-century with nearly 2500 
homeopathic physicians in practice. It is more likely that 
many physicians' practices were like that of Dr. Ayer, the 
Boston physician with Bethel connections referred to 
earlier. Although he called himself a regular physician and 
was active in the Massachusetts Medical Society, he 
admitted to being a conservative practitioner with regard 
to purgings and bleedings. There was not a clear line of 
demarcation between practice types but there was an ever 
increasing stigma associated with the sectarian practices. 
Battles were fought in many professional publications and 
local newspapers, there were even reports, albeit ex- 
tremely rare, of dueling to settle differences in philosophy. 
The Maine Medical Association's Transactions record 
several expulsions from its membership in the mid- 
nineteenth century for violations of its constitution that 
forbade ". . . the practice of Homeopathy or Hydropathy or 
any kindred delusion' ". It would have been foolish for 
physicians of mixed loyalties to associate themselves with 
any but the category of regular physicians. There were 
perhaps many physicians of undeclared philosophy who 
were somewhat automatically labelled as regulars. 

This likely was the case with Dr. R. G. Wiley who is clearly 
described as a regular physician. Descriptions of his 
practices are, however, not what is most often associated 
with that label. Of course. Dr. Wiley's practice spanned a 
considerable length of time when medical care was in a 
state of great transition, so it is difficult to know how 
representative the picture drawn of Dr. Wiley by those 
reflecting of his career at his death really is. Dr. Wiley had 
the reputation of using medicines that were primarily 
herbs gathered from the surroundingwoods and fields. He 
also bought primitive roots and herbs from foreign coun- 
tries and compounded his own medicines. Pills were 
made from aloes and soap. He became quite famous for 
"Dr. Wiley' s spring bitters and pills." His practice extended 
well into the last quarter of the nineteenth century, well 
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after anesthesia and antisepsis had revolutionized sur- 
gical care, but Dr. Wiley was said to be a severe critic of "the 
new fad of wholesale practice of abdominal surgery" 
stating that it had become . . dangerous for a woman to 
complain of the stomach ache." 

On the other hand, many of the medical books that 
survive from Dr. Wiley's library deal with the advances 
being realized in medical science of his day. He apparently 
was keeping abreast of the research of the Paris school 
that was undermining Rush's theories. His extensive use of 
herbs indicated that Dr. Wiley was also sympathetic to 
some of the practices of the sectarian physicians. This 
dichotomy is probably best explained in recognizing that 
advocates of different medical theories often used similar 
therapy and were perhaps different primarily in degree. It 
is also possible that those describing Dr. Wiley's practice 
concentrated on the elements that were most popular to 
the patients he served. Good medical care from the 
viewpoint of the physician and the general population are 
not necessarily one and the same. 

nineteenth century physicians were in direct competi- 
tion with a very popular force in the form of the patent 
medicine business. Large sums of money were spent on 
advertising in newspapers across the country. Small town 
papers like the Bethel Courlerwere filled with ads for cures 
of all maladies imaginable. Sometimes the editors of the 
paper entered a small item calling the attention of the 
reader to a particular product advertised in the paper. This 
fell short of endorsing the product but had the potential of 
lending at least a degree of legitimacy to the product 
Small newspapers especially depended on advertising 
income for profits and it is evident that editors were 
pressured by the patent medicine trade. One mid century 
promoter of a purgative was reported to have spent 
$100,000 on advertising, an outrageous sum of money for 
the time. Undoubtedly, there were profits to be made for 
the nineteenth century was a period of phenomenal 
growth in the patent medicine business. A wholesale drug 
catalogue of 1804 lists 80 patent tonics while a list 
compiled by a hydropathic physician in 1858 included 
1500 such medicines. Patent medicines were advertised 
on the pages of nearly every issue of the Bethel Courier 
ever published and often claimed unbelievable results. 
They were sold by local apothecaries. The following ad 


from the Bethel Courier of April 22, 1858 shows how wide 
ranging the role of the apothecary could be. 

Rilling and Curing! 

Strychnine for killing foxes, and Patent 
Medicines for curing people. 

For Sale by 

J. S. Abbott 

Bethel Hill, Dec. 7, 1858 

With no regulation and little educational requirement 
for a distributor, the customer could only hope to not be 
mistaken for a fox! Regular physicians protested the 
widespread manufacture and misuse of patent medicines 
with one physician bluntly stating that . . the public will 
act as an umpire after a careful perusal of the undertaker's 
bills." 

The AMA, with the help of muckraking journalists, was 
eventually successful in exposing this great fraud by the 
early twentieth century. In the AMA's review of this great 
fraud the patent medicines are defined as, ”... a medicine, 
whose composition or method of making, or both, has 
been patented ... a patent medicine is not a secret 
preparation because its composition must appear in the 
patent specifications . . ." Public usage of the term, 
however, tended to include secret nostrums in this categoriza- 
tion. Most “patent" medicines were not actually patented 
because this revealed the ingredients which were often 
cheap and worthless. For example, Radam's Microbe Killer 
was 99.381% water, the remaining ingredients were nothing 
but acids and red wine coloring. Others contained harmful 
or addictive ingredients such as Dr. Ayer's Cherry Pectoral 
containing heroin for cough or Mrs. Winslow's Soothing 
Syrup for teething babies that contained a grain of 
morphine per ounce. These addictive narcotics did not 
cure disease but no doubt they did make people feel 
better. 

An article in the Bethel Courier of November 18, 1859 
attempts to discourage mothers from falling prey to such 
medicines. It is an excerpt from the Eclectic Medical 
Journal advocating pure, sparkling, cold water as an 
alternative to opiates given to crying babies. The author 
argues that babies cry often from thirst since nature's 

(continued on next page) 
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(19th Century Medicine continued) 

supply is food and not drink. Such articles are reflective of 
the editor's interest in medical matters as well as his good 
judgment on medical issues. Dr. N. T. True was not only 
Bethel's historian but also editor of the Courier. He had 
graduated from Maine Medical School in 1840 but turned 
to teaching as his life's profession. On the issue of 
quackery and patent medicines. Dr. True made the observa- 
tion that, "The people (of Bethel) as a whole are too 
intelligent to be duped by those . . . traveling pretenders 
who make great promises, great charges, and no cures.'' 
His implication was that Bethel residents were more likely 
to trust their own physician than turn to patent medicines 
as the first line of defense in disease as was the common 
practice among much of the nineteenth century American 
population. 

Trust and appreciation for one's own physician were the 
subjects of an editorial by Dr. True in the October 21, 1859 
issue of the Courier. This tribute to the family physician 
describes a life of small monetary return, great exposure, 
and self-denial with no regular meals or sleep. The author 
denounces the habit of those who speak contemptuously 
of every physician but their own and recalls the advice of an 
old physician who urged that those entering the profes- 
sion should, . . make up your mind to be insulted every 
hour you live." This evaluation is consistent with other 
reports of the era when medicine was thought of as an 
almost inferior profession. The AMA in 1851 reported that 
those graduates from leading colleges who had earned 
honors were less likely to enter medicine than any other 
profession. But the very nature of the profession made it 
difficult to evaluate in terms of status and success. As 
medical historian Duffy relates, "The same individuals 
who may denounce the profession collectively, will, in the 
next breath, swear by their own physician." 

Such strong devotion to his own physician was expressed 
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by Dr. H. T. True just two short weeks after this tribute to the 
family physician. Dr. True, with great sadness, reported the 
sudden death of Dr. Almon Twitchell. One of Bethel's 
native sons, Twitchell was bom in 1811 to the family of one 
of the area's original proprietors. His youth was spent in 
serious study and he became active in the temperance 
cause at a very young age. Almon Twitchell's serious 
nature was, however, blessed with a sense of humor that 
many found attractive and entertaining. 

Twitchell's preceptor in the study of medicine was Dr. 
Reuel Barrows of Fryeburg, a well-known and respected 
physician among the medical practitioners of Maine. 
Barrows was the first President of the Medical Association 
of the Western District of Maine at its founding in 1855. Dr. 
Barrows was also one of the few men mentioned by name 
as a potential contributor of medical scholarship when the 
Maine Medical Association considered establishing a 
medical journal in 1857. Twitchell followed this apprentice- 
ship with three courses of lectures at the Maine Medical 
School. Following his preceptors example, he gained a 
good reputation for scholarship, graduating with his 
medical degree in 1840. One additional year was spent in 
practice with a Dr. Ingalls of Bridgton before he set up his 
own practice in North Paris. 

(to be continued In next Issui 
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